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JANUARY 2, 2022 THE EPHPHANY OF THE LORD 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

 

The Light of the Moon 
 

If you own a television that has been 
turned on at any point in the last 
month or so, chances are you’ve 

caught at least a scene or two of the 
1946 classic film “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.”  If you’re not familiar with the 
movie, it follows the life of George 

Bailey from childhood through 
adulthood. A dreamer by nature, 

George has big plans for himself that 
involve world exploration and  
adventure — but family and  

community obligations keep him 
tethered to the same spot on the 

map, leading an altogether ordinary 
life. One of the most memorable 

scenes from that movie is of George 
dancing with his sweetheart Mary 
while they sing “Buffalo Gals — 

Won’t you come out tonight/And 
dance by the light of the moon?” 

That lyric always catches my ear. Of 
course, the moon doesn’t have any 

light of its own. All the moon has is 
the ability to reflect the light that 

shines upon it. The same holds for 
us, doesn’t it? Our stewardship is 
purely a reflection of the grace  

granted to us by another. “Upon you 
the LORD shines,” writes Isaiah, 
“and over you appears his glory.” 

Every good action we will ever take 
begins in the mind of God. The fact 
that we have the honor of carrying it 
out on His behalf is a beautiful gift. 
It is God that makes our ordinary 

lives extraordinary. 
In the end of the movie, George  
Bailey realizes that he had a far 

greater life because, instead of being 
the hero of his own story, he allowed 

himself to reflect goodness onto  
others.  Remember — the magi  

didn’t chart their own course. They 
merely followed the star. 

 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Gospel Meditation  
 ENCOURAGE  YOURSELF TO A DEEPER  

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the  
Gospel, Pope Francis references a thought from 
Pope Benedict XVI: “Being a Christian is not 
the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but 
the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive  
direction.” Today we celebrate an encounter 

with the Person of Jesus Christ! This simple but holy event in time  
dramatically changes human life, pointing it toward a new horizon and 
giving it a decisive direction. This is a message and truth that is not 
meant to be shared with only a select few who qualify but with the entire 
world. Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks solely to this encounter 
or renewed encounter with God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching 
friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption. We 
become fully human when we become more than human, when we let 
God bring us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our 
being.” Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? What 
gives them direction? Even we who are people of faith can get distracted 
and lose our focus. God, in all of His fullness, is revealed in Jesus Christ 
and we can encounter Him! God is tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and 
full of wonders, surprises, and opportunities. For those who are  
struggling and lost, today is a day of great joy. All they have to do is 
reach out and touch the truth of Christ. This presence is revealed in the 
poor, exploited, and vulnerable ones who cry out for compassion and 
love. But it is also found in the faithful ones who see in the Epiphany of 
God a liberation from structures and systems that hurt us, a narrowness 
of mind and heart that constricts us, and an absorption in our self-agenda 
that prevents us from seeing anything other than ourselves as important. 
We have been given the charge of preaching this Good News. If only we 
could find a way to be more effective, it might stand a chance of doing 
what God intended it to do. There is always tomorrow and our memory 
of that bright new light that shone so brilliantly that Bethlehem night 
pointing us to truth and reminding us that we are loved. ©LPi 



WEEKLY  STEWARSHIP  

December 26, 2021 

Envelope Giving $595.00 

Plate Giving $1,000.00 

Online Giving $982.90 

Christmas Eve $1,003.00 

Christmas Day $1,321.00 

Total $4,901.90 

Weekly funds needed for church  
operations  $5,000.00 

Overage/Deficit -($98.10) 
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
First Reading:  The prophet Isaiah  
foresaw a time of  great joy for Israel when 
nations and kings would come to Israel 
praising the Lord. How do you show  
gratitude to the Lord for the great joys of  
your life?  
 

Second Reading:  It was revealed to Paul 
that God intended to save all people (Jews 
and Gentiles) through his Son, Jesus 
Christ. Paul tried to convey the  
significance of  this revelation to the  
Ephesians by using the language of  
“coheirs” and “copartners.” What does 
this language signal to you? 
     
Gospel: The visit of  the magi is one of  
the most well-known stories from the 
Gospel infancy narratives. It was an event 
that manifested God’s revelation of  His 
newborn Son to the world. It also  
foreshadowed the threat that some would 
experience because of  Jesus. How does  
Jesus challenge the status quo even today? 
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Human beings easily get bored. Life’s routines can become so predictable that there is often little time 

for excitement or freshness. Today is all about the new and the wonderful. In celebrating the beauty and 
simplicity of  the Epiphany, we see in tangible ways God’s creative, redemptive, and restorative power. 
This refreshment and revitalization is offered not only to a select few but to everyone throughout the 

world. There is nothing routine or static about God. Surprises, wonders, miracles, opportunities,  
healings, and joy without measure are available to those who believe. There are never any endings, just 
beginnings. And, when darkness, boredom, and gloom seem to be the order of  the day, a bright new 

light now shines pointing us to truth and reminding us that we are loved. ©LPi 

STOCK AND IRA CHARITABLE  
GIFT DONATIONS 

 
 

  A gift of your securities, including stocks.  
mutual funds and IRA Charitable Rollover  

Distributions are an easy way to make a gift to the Church.  By 
making a gift of your appreciated securities or retirement  
account, you can avoid paying capital gains tax that may  

otherwise be due if you sold these assets. Contributions are  
deductible for tax purposes.  There are no transaction fees or 
other costs and the full value of the sold securities benefits the 
parish, school or other Catholic charities you select.   For more 
information on making a gift, please visit the diocesan website 
at www.sdcatholic.org and click on Giving – Stock Donations 
at the top of the screen.  Or call Daniel Pritchard at Merrill 

Lynch, the Diocese’s broker, at (760) 930-3122.   
——————————————————————— 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
 
 

Complaints about Sexual Abuse by a member of the   
Clergy, a parish Catholic Employee or a Volunteer can be made 
at https://www.safeinourdiocese.org/  or call (858) 490-8353 

misconduct@sdcatholic.org. 
——————————————————————- 

SPRING FORWARD 2022 CONFERENCE 
 
 

“United in the Breaking of the Bread”:   Everyone involved in 
parish catechesis and other parish ministries as well as others 

who may be interested are invited to our annual Spring  
Forward Conference as we partake in song and prayer with  

nationally renowned presenter, ValLimar Jensen, and reflect on 
the Gift of the Eucharist. The event will be held on Saturday, 
January 22, at Holy Trinity Parish, El Cajon, 9:30 am – 3:00 

pm. Registration cost is $25. For more information and to  
register, visit www.sdcatholicdisciples.net/events/san-sf22 

—————————————————————— 
DATE NIGHT SERIES FOR MILITARY COUPLES 

 
 

  Join military couples from around the country for an  
enriching date night! Because of the sacrificial nature of their 
lives, military couples have a unique perspective on suffering, 
endurance, and hope. This date night series seeks to affirm 
those special gifts, and help strengthen military couples and 

families especially those struggling to see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. The Military Date Night Series will feature the 
powerful witness of three military couples on the topics of  

interpersonal relationship, family and community, and prayer 
and faith. Fr. Michael Murphy of Sacred Heart Church,  

Coronado, will also be presenting. Register at 
www.witnesstolove.org/militarydatenight/. 

_________________________________________ 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL  

PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN   

On January 22, the Church in the United States observes 
the annual “Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of  

Unborn Children.” Join thousands of Catholics  
nationwide in prayer for the respect of human life  
during the 9 Days for Life. Sign up to receive daily  
intentions from January 21st through the 29that  

respectlife.org/9-days.... For questions, please contact 
mvalencia@sdcatholi....  

MEN’S GATHERING 
 

Come and join the men of 
the parish to make new 

friends and get to know your 
brothers in Christ. The topic will 

be "Why I am a Catholic Christian". 
   

Saturday, January 8, 2022 7:30am 

The  Knights of Columbus 
and MMLG will lead the  
rosary for everyone who 
would like to participate   

every 5th Sunday of the month.  Remember our 
Blessed Mother’s promise to those who pray 

the Rosary -  ”I promise my special protection 
and greatest graces to all those who shall recite 
the Rosary”. Pray the Rosary with the Knights 
and the Ladies Guild. This month it will be on  

 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 at 8:00am.  

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
Question: What happens to a  
consecrated host if  it accidentally falls 
to the ground?  
 

Answer: This a very practical question 
because, as we all know, accidents happen, even during the 
most careful celebration of  the liturgy. The short answer 
to this question is that nothing happens to the consecrated 
host. The Real Presence of  Jesus remains in the  
consecrated host or any consecrated wine that might  
accidentally be spilled. Another question we might ask is: 
How should the minsters respond if  the Eucharist is 
dropped or spilled? If  this happens, the priest, deacon, or 
extraordinary minister of  holy Communion should  
immediately pick up the dropped host and consume it. If  
it is a case of  the Precious Blood being spilled, the  
minister would use the purificator (and additional  
purificators if  needed) to clean the spill and then the area 
should be reverently washed as soon as the Mass is over 
and the water poured into the sacrarium (a special sink 
that is located in church sacristies for reverently disposing 
of  holy water, the water used to clean sacred vessels, etc.). 
©LPi 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVzTkOwyAUANHTmM4IPmCgoEiTexCWeMEBAZaT28eWpnrNeCMpA8nRYoAApUAFMKKFwJQwCcIGCZZNkvuBk5iy2z65B-zyjmYTLBdUqEhiYEqGyXphhYbJqRdoqihKZu69tIE9BnheneeJa2gluJ6WGHCu70v16O2vjTHX8VZUTdnyZ7XXsfWyHO272v1I9_QPw6M1qA
mailto:mvalencia@sdcatholic.org
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02 03 04 05 06 07 08 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sunday  
Masses 

8:30am  
11:00am 

12:30pm 
(Spanish) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pray for: 
Bishop Robert 

McElroy  
 

Is 60:1-6/Ps 
72:1-2, 7-8, 10
-11, 12-13/Eph 
3:2-3a, 5-6/

Mt 2:1-12    

Bible Study 
7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for: 
Bishop John 

Dolan  
 

1 Jn 3:22—4:6/
Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-
12a/Mt 4:12-17, 

23-25  

Daily Mass 
7:30am 

 
Knights of  
Columbus 
7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for: 
Bishop Ramon 

Bejarano  
 

1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 
72:1-2, 3-4, 7-
8/Mk 6:34-44  

Daily Mass 
7:30am 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Pray for: 
Bishop Robert 

Brom  
 

1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 
72:1-2, 10, 12-
13/Mk 6:45-52  

Daily Mass 
7:30am 

 
Adoration 
8:30am –
5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray For 
Rev. Michael 
Blastic, OFM 

 
1 Jn 4:19—

5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 
14 and 15bc, 

17/Lk 4:14-22a   

First Friday 
7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pray for: 

 Rev. Msgr. 
William Bolger 

 
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 
147:12-13, 14-
15, 19-20/Lk 

5:12-16  

Men’s  
Fellowship 

7:30am 
 

 
 

Sunday Vigil 
5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray for: 
Rev. Michael 

Booth  
 

1 Jn 5:14-21/
Ps 149:1-2, 3
-4, 5 and 6a 
and 9b/Jn 
3:22-30 

Jan 02 Sun 8:30am Epiphany of the Lord 

Jan 02 Sun 11:00am Epiphany of the Lord 

Jan 02 Sun 12:30pm Epiphany of the Lord 

Jan 03 Mon  NO MASS 

Jan 04 Tues 7:30am +James Altomare 

Jan 05 Wed 7:30am +Ana DiPanfilo 

Jan 06 Thur 7:30am +Joseph DiPanfilo 

Jan 07 Fri 7:00pm For the Parishioners 

Jan 08 Sat 5:00pm For the Parishioners 

Observances for the week of January 2, 2022 
Sun:  Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
Mon: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Tues: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Wed: St. John Neumann, Bishop 
Thur: St. André Bessette, Religious  
Fri: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest  

 
 Friday 

January 14, 2022  
6:00pm to 9:30pm 

Only $2.00 per game— 
Play all 10 games for only $15.00 
(When you purchase the 10 pack) 

 

Dinner  6:00pm  
Bingo 7:00pm  

FAMILY NIGHT 

Youth Group Gathering  
Starting January 11th every Tuesday at 6:30pm 

ADORATION  
THURSDAYS 

8:30am - 5:00pm 

  

JANUARY 
 
02: SUN    
Christmas Break—NO CLASSES 
09: SUN    
Faith Formation Resumes 

From the Bishop's office … 
 

in response to the latest state mandate regarding indoor mask-wearing. starting 
December 15 and at least until January 15 (subject to change)  Everyone over the 
age of  2 is required to wear a mask while indoors in all public places, regardless 

of  your vaccination status. We ask all parishioners, out of  concern for the  
personal health risk due to the Omicron variant and the general concern for the health of   

others, to comply with these requirements. Thank you in  
advance for your cooperation.  

18 and still  need Confirmation? 

Are you an adult who was never confirmed in the Catholic Church 
 and who now wishes to be confirmed? Our parish will be offering an  

Adult Confirmation class starting on Sunday, January 9, 2022 and  
continuing for 8 weeks until Sunday, February 27, 2022. Classes are one 

hour, from 12:10 until 1:10 p.m., and the registration fee is $40.  
Fill out a registration form via the parish or religious education office,  

or ask us to email one to you. The text we will use will be the  
United States Catholic  

Catechism for Adults. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (“USCCB”), July 31, 2006 
(the one with the burgundy cover). This text can be purchased or accessed online. A course  
syllabus is provided upon registering for the course. Adults seeking to start on January 9 
shouldpurchase or access the text prior to the end of the year and consult  the syllabus. 

 
Questions? Call Lisa Mersereau or the Parish Office at 619-669-0085 or email 

 releducation@stpiusxjamul.com. The Catechetical Ministry Office is open until 2 p.m.  
on Sundays and the Parish Office is open M-F until 4 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton | January 4 
The patron saint of Catholic schools, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (August 28, 1774 – January 4, 1821) was 
born in New York City to a prominent family of the Episcopal faith. When she turned 19, she married a 
wealthy businessman with whom she had five children. He later died of tuberculosis in 1803, leaving her a 

young widow. After discovering the Catholic faith in Italy, where her husband had died, she returned to 
New York and converted to Catholicism in 1805. After several years struggling as a single mother,  

Elizabeth moved in 1809 to Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she founded the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, 
the first community for religious women established in the United States. She also began St. Joseph’s  

Academy and Free School, which started a chain reaction of Catholic-based education in the United States 
that continues today. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was canonized September 14, 1975 in St. Peter’s Square by Pope Paul VI 

and was the first citizen born in the United States to be given the title of “saint.”  

mailto:releducation@stpiusxjamul.com

