JANUARY 12, 2020 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
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" The Catechism of the Catholic Church gives four
LIVE OUT reasons for the Incarnation, why God became man in
YOUR Jesus Christ. The third reason is “to be our model of
holiness.” All of Jesus’ words and actions model for us
what we ought to do. He also shows us how we’re meant
to be. Jesus’ baptism ought to remind us of our own
baptism and of the importance of baptism in the Christian life. The Baptism of
the Lord reminds us of our Trinitarian identity. When we are baptized, we stand
in solidarity with Christ, bathed in the waters he sanctified. There, the Father
proclaims our adoption into the family of God. “‘This is my beloved son [this is
my beloved daughter], with whom I am well pleased.”” And the Spirit, too,
descends. We are filled with the Spirit’s grace and power to
continue Christ’s mission on earth. We received these gifts in the sacrament, and
they continue to dwell within us through sanctifying grace. We can — and
should — invite God to stir up these graces of our baptism and consider them in
our own lives. Does Christ feel like a distant relative two thousand years in the
past? Or do you see him as someone who can be encountered here and now? Ask
yourself where you find your sense of dignity and worth. Do you still search for
it in success, social status, and selfish pursuits? Or are you able to rest in being a
beloved child of God? Remember, baptism gives us a call and a charge to change
the world. Do you pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you? Or are you so focused
on your own life that you miss the mission? This week, let’s do as Jesus did.
Let’s live in our baptism! ©LPi
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Come spend an hour with Him
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never be the same! Elisha Parra
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EVERYDAY
STEWARDSHIP

Lessons from Baptizing a Frog

neny
in my
Kermit the Frog toy from when [ was
a child and pretend to baptize it. It
was a session I especially made sure I
led when we had children preparing
for Easter sacraments. You would
think Kermit would have become
super holy having been baptized so
many times, year after year. But, if he
had been real, he would not have
been any holier due to multiple
baptisms than he was after the first
baptism. He couldn’t be re-baptized.
(Not to mention, of course, he is a
FROG.) When Jesus came to John
for baptism, he transformed the
baptism of repentance that John was
practicing into a baptism of
redemption. And although we
are called to repentance over and
over in our life, redemption comes to
us only once. We cannot get baptized
again in the Jordan or Sea of Galilee
because of romantic notions, or come
into the Catholic Church by a second
baptism so we can start all over. Our
baptism, whether we can remember it
or not, is a one-time deal. But it is the
real deal. Whether you feel it or not,
you are sealed for Christ, and the
stain of original sin has been washed
away. Too many of us take that
moment for granted. Yes, you may
have been baptized as an infant. But
much time has passed since then,
and you can work to understand the
impact that it had on your life.
We sometimes look for a good
time to begin living a stewardship
way of life. However, that time
already passed, and God has been
waiting. We are called to reflect
on our baptism and respond to the
call it has placed on our lives. We
can respond and be disciples, or
we can be like Kermit the Frog,
always searching for a new start
that never comes.

-Tracy Earl Welliver
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JANUARY 12, 2020 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Question: Why do Catholics baptize infants, while some other Christian denominations wait until adulthood?

Answer: To understand when we baptize, it’s important to know what baptism is. Baptism removes original sin, and
we are reborn into the family of God, adopted as His sons and daughters. We become joint heirs with Christ and sharers
in his mission. Early on, baptism was given immediately upon personal conversion, such as the three thousand baptized
at Pentecost. Some Christian churches today emphasize baptism specifically as personal conversion. As such, they
would not baptize young children who have not yet consciously chosen to follow Christ. As the Church slowly grew,
whole households were baptized together upon the deep conversion of one of the leaders (Acts 16). From this evidence,
we can surmise that may have included children who were just beginning to hear the Christian message. This would not
have been uncommon, especially for Jewish converts. Circumcision marked entrance into the Old Covenant for men.
This occurred, without the express consent of the infants, to male children eight days after their birth. In the second
century, processes had begun to more gradually incorporate people into the Church. The basis of this “catechumenal
model” is still used in parishes today for adults wishing to convert to Catholicism. The familial transmission of faith still
retains an important place. Throughout his ministry, Jesus emphasized the importance of baptism for salvation. As
Catholics see it, “The Church and the parents would deny a child a priceless grace of becoming a child of God were they
not to confer Baptism shortly after birth. Christian parents will recognize that this practice also accords with their role as
nurtures of the life that God has entrusted to hem” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1250-1251).
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JANUARY 12, 2020 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Events for the week of Jan 12—Jan 18
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