APRIL 26, 2020 III SUNDAY OF EASTER

GOSPEL REFLECTION

GOSPEL MEDITATION ENCOURAGE YOURSELF TO A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
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What does it take for our eyes to be opened? Eve

day, a man laboriously walks down Main Street o
town. With great difficulty but graceful determination,
he places one foot in front of the other, uses a crudely
made staff for support, and walks. His pace is slow,
but he walks. What does he hope to see? Where does
he want to go? What does he find? We all walk
through life. The type of “walking” life requires is not
always physical but is most assuredly emotional and
spiritual. We walk, we look, we encounter, and we
seek. How we do these things and what we actually find is determined by what
we carry and what we allow ourselves to discover along the way.
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If walking is too challenging for us, we may choose to isolate and stay alone. If
we are afraid to walk, we may become overly dependent on others providing for
us and abandon the journey. We can walk and pay attention only to what is in
front of our feet and never notice the immensity of what is happening around us.
The road is never the same twice. The journey is always different. What kinds of
things do you notice as you walk through life? It seems that the disciples of the
Road to Emmaus missed a lot at first. We do as well.

We are called to walk with purpose, to listen, and to notice things that may not at
first be apparent. We have to allow the One who has a special claim on our soul
to enlighten, instruct, and inspire us. The incarnate mystery of God is pulsating in
and through all of creation, where the presence of the Word who became flesh
can be discovered. He has been with us all along. How could we have missed
Him? Our journey brings us back to the breaking of the bread, and something
begins to stir within us. We begin to understand, and things look differently.
Bread, body, wine, and blood bring us to see that everyone and everything is a
“Eucharistic” encounter. We become what we eat and we see what we eat. We
continue to walk. Our eyes are now opened, and we recognize Him. Our hearts
burn. Stay with us. Please stay with us.
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Mean What You Say

Missouri is known as the “Show
Me” state. There seem to be
differing points of view as to how
this motto came into existence, but
today it is said to speak of a
people who operate with common
sense and are not easily fooled by
slick-talking or show. We would
be prudent to adopt such a
disposition ourselves. To be this
way is not really like St. Thomas
in the Gospel when he doubts
what he clearly sees right in front
of him. It is more about holding
ourselves to a standard explained
in another motto: “Say what you
mean and mean what you say.”

If we claim to be Christians,
disciples of the risen Jesus, then
those around us should be able to
tell by our actions. Can someone
truly be a disciple of Jesus and not
be a good steward of all he has
given? Jesus makes himself
known to us continually in the
Holy Eucharist. When we come
together to break bread at Mass,
Jesus shows us his love by
becoming truly present to us.
He is willing to show us. What are
we in turn willing to show him?

Every day, Jesus calls us to
respond in some way.

Our response shows whether we
are who we claim: his disciples.
I am pretty sure Jesus is not from
Missouri, but I know he is not
fooled by our half-truths and
misguided intentions. He also
means what he says and says what
he means. Shouldn’t his disciples
do the same?

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Wednesday: St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the
Church

Thursday: St. Pius V, Pope

Friday: St. Joseph the Worker

Saturday: St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
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Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Gratgtude in Action
Gratitud en Accion

Our ACA Parish Goal for 2020 is
$38,000.00. so far we have a pledged
amount of $21,135 with $13,875.94

as an Actual paid to date amount.

Help us reach our goal for 2020
Turn in your pledge today!

A gonerous heart, kind speech and a ljfe of service and
compassion are the things that renew
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- Compassionate and Loving Father,
In the face of confusion and concern impart to
 us'the calm of Your presence.
In YOU allow us to find hope and healing.
Be with those who serve the sick and give
them YOUR caring hands.
Be with those who lead and give them YOUR
~ spirit of wisdom.
Be with those who have fallen ill and give them
~ YOUR comforting heart.
Wrap YOUR arms around our world and hold
- usin YOUR love.
 t ne of trial to then serve as
instruments of that love to all that we meet.
We ask this in YOUR Name. Amen.

Tu{\ set out af once and retumed to Jerusalem
where they found gathered together the eleven and those with §
themn who were saying, “ The Lord has truly been raised
and has appeared to Simon!” Then the two recounted
what had taken place on the way and how he was made

known to them in the breaking of bread. — L 24:33.35
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him, but he vanished from their sight. - 1,

And it happened that, while [Jesus| was with them at

table, he took bread, said the blessing broke it and gave it o

I that their eyes were opened and they recognized

14:30-31
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